
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E251 
signs for VFW Post 919 in Trenton, Missouri. 
This facility’s signs were in need of aid and 
the VFW holds a special meaning to Zane due 
to his involvement with the Civil Air Patrol and 
military veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Zane Alexander Smith for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I was not able to 
be present for the following rollcall vote on 
February 25, 2014 and would like the record 
to reflect that I would have voted as follows: 
rollcall No. 63: ‘‘yes’’; and rollcall No. 64: ‘‘no.’’ 
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HONORING SARALEE MCCLELLAN 
KUNDE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the memory of Saralee 
McClellan Kunde, who passed away on Janu-
ary 26, 2014, after 66 remarkable years. 

Saralee devoted her life to bettering the 
community and the people she so cherished. 
She was a tireless and passionate advocate 
for agriculture in Sonoma County. Raised on 
her family’s dairy ranch, Saralee never 
wavered from promoting the agricultural leg-
acy into which she was born. 

She was an impassioned supporter of 4-H 
and the Future Farmers of America (FFA) as 
well as of the Sonoma County Fair and the 
Sonoma County Harvest Fair. She was equal-
ly as dedicated to promoting the Russian 
River Valley as a premiere wine region. To-
gether with her husband, Richard Kunde, 
Saralee owned and operated a 265-acre vine-
yard that produced wine grapes for renowned 
wineries in the Sonoma and Napa Valleys as 
well as across our Nation. Perhaps most ad-
mirable about the Kunde estate was the pri-
vate park Saralee and Richard created. Once 
an overgrown field, the park known as ‘‘Rich-
ard’s Grove and Saralee’s Vineyard,’’ hosted 
countless community and charitable events. 

Aside from her work to promote Sonoma 
County Agriculture, one of the most poignant 
examples of Saralee’s devotion to bettering 
her community are the thousands of daffodils 
she planted each year along the highways and 
back roads of Sonoma County. 

Her unwavering passion and dedication to 
the many causes and organizations she cham-
pioned was an inspiration to all. And in turn, 
Saralee was beloved by all those who were 
fortunate enough to have known her. Saralee 
was inducted into the Sonoma County Farm 
Bureau Hall of Fame in 2013. She was hon-
ored as a Friend of Agriculture by the Sonoma 
County Harvest Fair, was awarded the Shining 
Star Award by the 4-H Foundation as well as 
with the Leadership in Agriculture Award by 
the Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce. 

Saralee was kind, magnetic and loving. Her 
zest for life and ‘‘can-do’’ attitude were con-
tagious. Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we honor and thank Saralee McClel-
lan Kunde for her life of service to a grateful 
community. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SOCIAL 
SECURITY FRAUD AND ERROR 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2014 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, for 77 years, 
Social Security has been the bedrock of eco-
nomic security for American families. Genera-
tions of Americans have contributed to Social 
Security with every paycheck, knowing that 
they and their families will be protected if they 
die, become disabled, or retire. As a result of 
their contributions—$14.6 trillion over Social 
Security’s lifetime—Social Security currently 
has a $2.7 trillion surplus. 

Social Security benefits are modest—about 
$15,000 a year for an average senior and 
even less for a disabled worker—but for most 
recipients, their Social Security paycheck is 
more than half their monthly income. 

As a representative of those Americans and 
the Ranking Democrat on the Social Security 
Subcommittee, I believe we have no more im-
portant responsibility than to make sure that 
Americans receive their earned Social Security 
benefits on time, and in full. That means pro-
tecting Social Security against fraud and er-
rors, and it means doing so in a way that does 
not delay needed benefits for honest, hard- 
working Americans. 

Social Security’s overpayment rate is 0.22 
percent. Most of these overpayments are be-
cause of errors, but a small part of it is fraud. 
But Social Security employees believe—and I 
agree with them—that we could do even more 
to safeguard Social Security. 

Recently the Social Security Administration 
has uncovered several fraud conspiracies 
where Social Security contributions made by 
honest Americans were stolen to pay benefits 
to people who didn’t earn them. In one of the 
conspiracies, the ringleaders even instructed 
people to pretend they were disabled as a re-
sult of the tragic events of September 11. 

The good news is, when you invest in de-
veloping quality, well-trained employees to 
protect Social Security, it pays off. Social Se-
curity’s front-line employees detected the 
fraud, and with the help of Social Security’s 
trained investigators, the ringleaders have 
been charged with felonies and Social Secu-
rity has begun the process of recovering the 
money stolen from the trust fund. 

But the bad news is that these conspiracies 
show that Social Security is a tempting target 
for those willing to break the law, and Social 
Security’s hardworking staff need more tools 
to fight them and to make sure Social Security 
only pays benefits to those who should re-
ceive them. 

That’s why my colleagues and I are intro-
ducing the Social Security Fraud and Error 
Prevention Act of 2014. Our bill gives Social 
Security new tools to find fraud and errors, re-
coup money that should be in the trust funds, 
and throw the book at people who steal from 
Social Security. 

First, our bill makes sure that if you break 
the law, Social Security has the resources to 
make sure the crime is investigated and pros-
ecuted. We would require SSA to have special 
fraud-busting investigative units covering all 50 
states, provide the resources needed to staff 
them with the right people, and increase pros-
ecutions of people who steal from Social Se-
curity. 

Second, our bill makes sure the penalty is 
equivalent to the crime. Because Social Secu-
rity requires applicants to prove they are eligi-
ble for benefits by providing extensive medical 
and vocational evidence, cheating Social Se-
curity usually requires collusion from trusted 
people like doctors, beneficiary representa-
tives, and judges. Our bill would increase the 
monetary penalties for fraud, but most impor-
tantly, as Social Security’s Inspector General 
recommends, we would significantly increase 
the penalty for fraud by those who know bet-
ter. We’d make it a felony to conspire to de-
fraud Social Security, so prosecutors can nail 
fraud ringleaders, and we allow prosecutors to 
ask for a long sentence—up to 10 years— 
against those who violated a position of trust 
to breach Social Security’s defenses. 

Third, our bill makes sure Social Security 
can afford to use the tools that have been ef-
fective in detecting and preventing fraud and 
errors before a single penny is paid out of the 
Trust Funds. 

Over the years, Social Security has devel-
oped a number of proven techniques that sig-
nificantly reduce fraud and errors. 

What’s holding them back? 
To be frank, money. 
Despite a growing number of Americans ap-

plying for and receiving Social Security, SSA’s 
budget is lower now than it was four years 
ago. They’ve lost one out of ten front-line 
workers to budget cuts. And Republicans in 
Congress blocked hundreds of millions of dol-
lars that the Budget Control Act authorized for 
SSA’s most cost-effective methods of pre-
venting waste, fraud and abuse. 

Our bill would change that, providing SSA 
with guaranteed funding for their most effec-
tive strategies to prevent fraud and errors. The 
bill will also provide additional resources to re-
coup benefits that shouldn’t have been paid, 
along with penalties, if the payments were the 
result of fraud. 

We’d demand something in exchange for 
the guaranteed money: complete transparency 
and accountability. Social Security could only 
use the dedicated funds for the most important 
and effective strategies. They would have to 
report annually to Congress how much they 
spent and what savings their efforts generated 
for Social Security’s trust funds. And the new 
funds would only be available for additional 
fraud and error fighting—not to replace what 
they’re already spending out of their regular 
budget. 

Our bill isn’t the complete answer to pro-
tecting Social Security’s trust fund. As we con-
sulted Social Security employees, managers, 
experts, and beneficiary advocates, they all 
told us the same thing: The best defense 
against fraud and errors is a well-staffed, well- 
trained SSA. And for that to happen, Repub-
licans in Congress have to agree to fund 
SSA’s overall budget. 

But providing guaranteed funding to fight 
fraud will at least spare SSA from having to 
choose between preventing fraud and proc-
essing applications so that Americans receive 
the benefits they earned on time and in full. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:32 Oct 09, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\RECORD14\FEB 2014\E26FE4.REC E26FE4as
ab

al
ia

us
ka

s 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T12:44:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




